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ZANZIBAR. 

Il>'    CoiiNiil    I't'i'ry    <■.    Hays.    >luiiilit:N:i. 

The  Sultanate  of  Zanzibar  embraces  the  arehipelay;(»  of  the  same 
name  and  a  strij)  of  land  10  miles  in  depth  running'  alona'  nearly 
the  Avhole  coastal  line  of  British  East  Africa.  This  continental  belt 
is  leased  to  the  P^ast  Africa  Protectorate  Government,  and  conse- 
quently its  trade  figures'  come  inider  the  report  on  Mombasa.  In  the 
insular  dominions  of  the  Sultan  are  the  two  Iarjj:er  islands,  Zanzibar 
and  Pemba,  and  several  smaller'  ones  in  the  adjacent  waters  of  a 
closely  circmnscribed  area.  The  Island  of  Zanzibar  ha.s  an  area  of 
()4()  square  miles  and.  according-  to  the  official  Blue  Book  for  1914, 
114,070  inhabitants.  Pemba  has  an  area  of  ;)S0  scjuare  miles  and  a 
population  of  83.130. 

The  city  of  Zanzibar  is  the  capital  of  the  Sultanate  and  is  the  port 
of  entry  and  exit  of  practically  all  of  the  foreign  trade  of  the  archi- 
pelago. Its  population  of  about  40.000  comprises  Aral)s.  Indians, 
natives,  and  about  '2M)  Euroi)eans. 

The  Foreign  Trade. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  and  exports  of  Zanzibar  for  lUl') 
show  that  the  trade  of  the  islands  did  not  considerably  vary  from 
that  of  1014.  In  imports  there  was  an  increase  of  $100,957  and  in  ex- 
ports a  decrease  of  $116,483.  That  there  was  not  a  substantial  de- 
cline in  the  trade  returns  of  1915  as  compared  with  those  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  when  one  considers  the  generally  adverse  effects  of  the 
war,  was  due  to  the  fact  that  the  archipelago  is  an  agricultural  re- 
gion, there  being  no  manufacturing  plants  worthy  of  the  name  to  be 
crippled  by  the  general  depression  caused  by  the  Euroi)ean  conflict. 
As  cloves  constitute  the  greatest  source  of  purchasing  powei ,  and  as 
the  exports  of  this  croj)  reached  a  high  record,  notwithshinding  tlie 
fact  that  ruling  prices  therefor  were  greatlv  below  those  of  normal 
years,  the  foreign  trade  of  the  islands  fared  reasonably  last  yea)-. 

The  official  trade  figures  show  the  following  total  values  of  lb  • 
imports  and  exports  of  the  archipelago  for  the  last  four  years: 


1912 

1913 

$.5,369,440 
5,104,307 

1914               191.5 

So.  01 7.  .3.53 
5;  012, 271 

$3.71.5,110   $3,912,017 

3,965,9W     3,849,481 

Total-. 

10,059,624 

10,473,747 

7,681,074  I  7,701.,54S 

/ 
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Distribution  of  Trade. 

In  the  following  table  is  .shown  the  \jihie  of  Zanzibar's  imports 
and  exports  b^'  countries  in  li)14  and  1015: 


Imports  from. 


United  States 

United  Kingdom 

Aii.stria 

British  East  .\frica.. 

France 

Germuny 

German  East  Africa. 

India 

Italv 

Netherlands 

-Ml  otlier  countries. . 


Total 3,71').110       3.912,CC7       3,965,9C4 


1914 


?ln2. 

61fi, 

40, 

21!, 

22, 

130. 

279, 

.  337, 

S, 

1S>, 

72S, 


1915 


S92, 744 

772, 054 

2,203 

.^■11,  "GO 

20,217 


E.xports  to. 
1914 


51S,  325 

2,066 

172, 130 

7S3.',68 


?434,  ."91 

3sl..'i,S4 

10.0.4S 

457,  S67 

97',  4 17 

272, 270 

374, 2.39 

"844.342 

12, 4.32 

2.088 

200, 180 


1915 


?401,,')17 
735, 518 


275,311 
740, 730 


"1.0.5:^,939 
6,121 


636,345 


3,849,481 


"  Ports  of  Bombay  and  Calcutta  only. 
Articles  Imported. 

The  followino-  table  shows  the  value  of  the  imports  into  Zanzibar 
during  the  past  two  years: 


Arlitlcs. 


Baps . ., 

(oal 

Coins 

Cof  ra 

Cotton  goods 

Flour 

Grain: 

Matama . 

Bice 

Ail  other 
(Jrocerics: 

Ghee 

Sugar . . . 


1914 

1915 

.?.32,372 

.¥33, 171 

12^,726 

lie,  480 

77,  .582 

179, 350 

152,233 

131.901 

653,863 

696, 459 

85,6S9 

79,772 

65,778 

.58, 118 

710,967 

714,083 

116,426 

97,214 

328,295 

109, 682 

1.51,202 

194,057 

Articles. 


Groceries— Continued. 

i'ro\isloiis  (unenumer- 
atcd) 

Another 

Hardware  and  machinery. . 

Ivory 

Live  stock , 

['elrnleum  and  petrol 

Se.same  (.sim-sim) 

Timber 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 

Total 


?63, 280 
122,611 
106,221 
46, 767 
6-),  715 
153,791 
.33, 717 
42, 1.39 
66,  .598 
713,143 


3,715,110 


1915 


8105,359 
76,247 
74,247 
10,63) 
87.807 
41,393 
31,036 
8,841 
93,637 
978,578 

3,912,067 


Coal  to  the  amount  of  9.514  tons  was  imported  in  1915,  as  com- 
pared with  10,594  tons  in  1914;  it  was  used  mainly  by  the  local 
electric  light  plant  and  by  the  merchant  ships  calling  at  the  port. 
As  Zanzibar  is  a  coaling  station  for  the  British  nav3%  considerable 
consignments  arriAed  for  the  war  vessels,  but  as  the  colliers  dis- 
charged their  cargoes  alongside  the  ships,  the  quantities  thus  im- 
ported did  not  pass  customs  entry  and  consequentl}^  did  not  figure 
•n  the  official  trade  returns. 

The  large  increase  in  the  value  of  the  coins  admitted  was  due  to 
the  greater  demand  for  them  in  moving  the  heavy  expoi-ts  of  cloves 
last  year. 

The  copra  brought  into  the  islands  was  imported  largely  from 
British  East  Africa  and  the  Island  of  Mafia,  a  region  belonging  to 
German  East  Africa,  wdiicli  was  occupied  by  the  British  in  »7anuary. 
1915.  Zanzibar  became  merely  the  transshii^ping  point  for  this 
product.  Avhose  ultimate  destination  Avas  Mar.seille.  France. 
Trade  in  Cotton  Goods.  Provisions,  Hardware,  Etc. 

The  amount  of  business  done  in  cotton  gootis  was  valued  at  $()9(),- 
450,  as  compared  with  $653,868  in  1014.     Consignments  valued  at 


ZANZIBAR. 


$238,45)5  ill  itur)  and  $259,887  in  11)14  entoml  inlo  the  reexport  tnule 
to  Continental  i)orts.~  As  tliese  goods  are  a  necessity  ani()n«>:  tlic 
native  population,  the  quantity  Imported  annually  for  home  con- 
sumption will  not  vary  greatly,  particularly  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  are  not  increasing  in  number. 
The  quantity  destined  to  the  reexport  trade  will  undoubtedly  de- 
crease because  of  direct  shipments  to  mainland  ports,  with  the  i)os- 
sible  exception  of  German  East  Africa's  being  oi)ened  up  to  interna- 
tional commerce  before  the  close  of  the  war,  in  which  event  Zanzibar 
would  gain  a  temporary  advantage  in  the  matter  of  transshipments 
to  that  colony,  liut  this  condition  wouhl  probably  pass  away  with 
the  i)ermanent  readjustment  of  trade  relations  that  must  take  place 
after  the  cessaticn  of  hostilities  in  Europe. 

In  the  articles  of  flour,  grain,  grcceries,  liardAvare,  petroleum,  and 
tobacco  there  should  be  an  increased  demand  within  restricted  limits, 
for  local  consumption  as  the  use  of  these  items  is  increasing  among 
the  Arab,  Indian,  and  native  populations.  But  the  demand  must 
remain  limited,  as  the  population  of  the  archi])elago  is  decreasing 
rather  than  multiplying.  The  imports  of  hardware  showed  substan- 
tial decreases  because  of  the  standstill  to  which  building  operations 
came;  also  in  the  item  of  petroleum  there  was  a  considerable  decline 
on  account  of  the  comparatively  large  stock  carried  over  from  the 
previous  year.  Onl}^  small  hardware  of  the  cheapei-  grades  is  in 
demand,  and  the  use  of  machinery  is  practically  unknown. 

In  "  ail  other  articles  "  are  found  such  items  as  beads,  beer,  bicycles, 
cement,  decks  and  watches,  crockery  and  glassware,  cntlery,  furni- 
ture, iron  sheets,  jewelry,  paint,  oil  and  turpentine,  perfumery,  salt, 
soap,  spirits,  timber,  twist  and  thread,  typewriters  and  sewing  ma- 
chines, wine,  and  wire,  all  of  Avhich  rank  low  in  individual  values. 

Exports  by  Articles. 

The  principal  articles  exported  from  Zanzibar  were  cloves,  coins, 
copra,  cotton  goods,  grain,  petroleum  and  petrol,  and  tobacco.  As 
clove  and  coconut  cultivaticn  are  almost  wholly  the  only  industries 
of  the  islands,  so  cloves  and  copra  are  the  only  significant  contribu- 
tion of  local  products  for  exportation.  The  other  items  of  home  pro- 
duction are  of  comparatively  little  value  individually,  while  the  other 
articles  are  really  imports  entering  into  the  reexport  trade. 

The  following  table  shows  the  value  of  the  principal  exj^rts  from 
Zanzibar  for  the  past  two  years :      ' 


Articles. 


1914 


Cloves §1,683,990 

Clove  stems .'>8,775 

Coins 338.733 

Copra 94^,322 

(-ott on  goods 2;39, 837 

Grain: 

Rice 52,061 

Another 32,409 

Gum  copal 27,277 


1915 


$2,239,730 
20,978 
40,828 
796,621 
238,495 

57,422 
18,612 
18,746 


Articles. 


Hides  and  slfins 

Ivory 

retroleum  and  petrol. 

Unl)l)er 

Tobacco 

All  other  articles 


Total. 


1914 


S:31,012 
5'l,  157 
80,3-1 
7,008 
30, 970 

363,072 


3,96.5,961 


1915 


n3,41i) 
M,909 
-4,352 
7,366 
20, 624 

335.32Ji 


3,S43,4>;1 


Trade  in  Cloves. 

The  cultivation  of  cloves  is  a  significant  iiidti'r>try,  in  view  of.  the 
fact  that  the  islands  of  Zanzibar  and  Peml)a  [)rocluce  fully  00  per 
cent  of  the  worlfFs  supply  of  thi?  spice.     In  191.")  the  exports  of  this 
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pi'odiK't  amounted  to  2.').o(j,j.4-24  jxjuiiJs.  Avith  a  value  of  ^2,'23y,7oO. 
Tliib  is  an  exceptionally  high  return,  and  it  came  at  a  time  when  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  people  w*i\s  greatly  in  need  of  help.  This 
gratifying  showing  for  1015  was  not  wholly  due  to  heavy  yields,  for 
quantities  that  would  have  been  shijiped  in  the  latter  part  of  1014 
luid  l;een  held  over  until  1015  because  of  tlie  lack  of  adequate  ship- 
ping facilities  and  the  disturbed  conditions  then  prevailing  in  the 
European  markets  for  this  croj).  Of  the  (juantity  exported  in  1015, 
4,502.'200  pounds  went  to  the  T'^nited  States;  7.<)H4.S05 -pounds  to 
the  United  Kingdom:  1.502J()()  to  tlie  Continent  of  Europe:  and 
11,525,302  to  Bombay  and  (^ilcutta. 

Copra  brings  in  considerable  income  annuiilly,  both  in  the  quantity 
locally  produced  and  in  that  gathered  from  the  mainland  ports  for 
transshipment  to  Europe.  The  quality  of  the  Zanzibar  coconut  is  of 
extraordinary  grade  when  its  meat  is  ])roperly  cured,  but  in  the 
methods  used  for  j^reparing  it  for  the  maiket  there  is  a  great  loss. 
due  to  the  hnperfect  dryiug  in  the  stm  or  because  of  the  damage 
done  by  the  excess  of  smoke  that  comes  in  contact  with  it  Avhen  it  is 
dried  in  the  heat  of  open  fires.  Sun  drying  is  dillicult  because  of  the 
great  numbeif«4^^-ainy  days  prevailing  in  the  archipelago,  and  curing 
by  means  of  open  fires  is  even  more  objectionable  because  of  tho 
volume  of  smoke  that  (.'omes  into  coutaci:  with  the  meat  of  the  nuts. 

Trade  with  the  United  States. 

Imports  from  the  United  States  declined  in  \alue  from  $152,526  jn 
1014  to  $02,744  in  1015.  As  cotton  goods  constitute  a  greater  part  of 
the  imports  from  America,  the.  decline  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
withdrawal  from  Zanzibar  of  the  local  branch  of  an  American  house 
thr/  had  dealt  largely  in  American  cotton  te^ihiies  and  l)y  the  closing 
of  the  German />>  '■-,"'\t  had  dealt  to  some  extent  in  these  goods. 

Among  the  aV  . '-  inrj:'''vtf(\.:'?im  the  United  States  in  1015  were: 
Cotton  sheeting,  e-^»^o''th"'$'3t),2:r-p,^f^feilnttry  cotton  goods,  $10,214: 
.clocks  and  watches,  $180;  crockery^  aiicf  glassAvare,  $144;  flour. 
$G,3G2;  groceries,  $1,150;  hardware,  $2,878;  hosiery,  $50;  machinery. 
$2,086:  petrol,  $2,135;  petroleum,  $21,085;  pfV^t,  oil,  and  turpentine. 
$441;  nnenumerated  provisioi.^,  $6,638'^;"spiritSv -^202 ;  tobacco,  $135: 
and  typewriters  and  sewing  m..,'  \xes,  $l,25.p,.,  The  range  of  articles 
purchased  last  year  was  considerably  Avider  than  that  of  1014.  as 
the  Indian  merchants  are  manifesting  a  greater  interest  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandise  of  America.  Direct  representation  on  the  part  of 
American  houses  and  the  extension  of  suitable  terms  of  payment 
Avould  go  far  toAvard  securing  for  the  United  States  a  considerable 
.share  of  the  trade  of  the  archipelago. 

Cloves  in  the  quantity  of  4,502,200  pounds,  Avith  a  value  of  $401,308, 
Avere  ex])orted  to  the  United  States.  This  constituted  the  only  item 
of  significance  consigned  to  America  from  Zanzibar.  The  considate 
Avas  moved  fi-om  Zanzibar  to  Mombasa  in  INIarch.  1015. 
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